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Welcome to Update

Welcome to Clay Cross Update
Happy New Year to all residents of the
Parish and I hope you all had a pleasant
Christmas, despite the difficult economic
conditions.
The hard times experienced by many are nowhere
better illustrated than in our report (page 12)
on the great work being carried out by the Clay
Cross Foodbank where over 1,100 children have
been amongst those helped. It is nice to see the
community working together to provide food for
those in crisis, particularly during collections at
Tesco – a company which has also supported the
Foodbank by donating huge quantities of food.
Community spirit is often most evident in hard
times and it is good to be able to report big
turnouts for the community events held in Clay
Cross over the last few months including the
successful summer Gala, the Remembrance
Day service and parade, the sell-out concert
by Shirland Miners Welfare Band (156 people

attended the concert
and helped to raise
£230 for the Band
at the raffle held on
the night), Halloween
Night entertainment,
the Christmas
Market (when Santa
presented gifts and
the donkeys were
hugely popular) and
the New Year’s Eve
party. Congratulations
to the organisers and
the staff at the Social
Centre.

Councillor Gerry Morley

In this issue of the Update we once again focus
on some organisations that receive grants from
Clay Cross Parish Council, including Clay Cross
Town Football Club, Chesterfield & Danesmoor
Amateur Boxing Club and St Barnabas PreSchool. They are all enthusiastically backed by
parents and supporters and are a credit to
the town.
It’s also nice to see two new enterprises start up
- The Vintage Community Tea Shop on High Street
and The Three Horseshoes, which has re-opened
on Market Street and is proving popular as a
welcoming pub and restaurant.

Santa presenting books donated by Clay Cross
Parish Council.

2 CLAY CROSS UPDATE Summer 2013

Councillor Gerry Morley.
Chair, Clay Cross Parish Council.

Finances

Clay Cross Parish Council Income and Expenditure
INCOME

2013(£)

2012(£)

Precept
219,000
Grants
14,867
Social Centre Hire
9,735
Housing Office Rent
11,480
Cemetery Lodge Rent
3,729
Market Rent (Outdoor)
891
Market Rent (Indoor)
230
Allotment Rents
908
Social Events
7,237
Lunch Club
4,358
Miscellaneous
1,078
Bar Takings
1,779
Bank Interest
240
NEDDC Contribution to Cemetery 1,700
Capital Projects Contribution
Councillor P Riggott
3,000
Insurance claim Ashover Road
Bus Shelter
2,860
Insurance Claim
– Allotments Valley Road
420
TOTAL INCOME
283,512

217,000
14,867
9,620
11,286
3,710
1,309
938
6,706
4,235
946
2,315
205
-

EXPENDITURE
Staff Costs
General Administration
Section 137 Payments
Capital Spending
Cemetery
Cemetery management/
maintenance NEDDC
Other Cemetery costs
Cemetery Lodge costs
Allotments
Bus Station Public Toilets
Social Events
Lunch Club
Environment – General
Street Cleaning Charge NEDDC
Leisure Areas/Playgrounds
Community Expenditure
TOTAL EXPENDITURE

-

Balances at 1st April
Add total income for the Year

273,137

2012 (£)
55,732
50,191
24,617
10,626

2011 (£)
55,027
52,643
21,218
2,245

32,248
6,679
276
1,187
76
6,945
7,980
1,560
22,225
36,218
18,089
274,649

31,928
7,935
3,065
2,174
6,417
4,595
6,827
2,074
22,005
33,441
27,860
279,454

161,318
283,512
444,830
Less total expenditure for the year 274,649
Balances at 31st March
£170,181

167,635
273,137
440,772
279,454
£161,318

Social Centre Bar
Clay Cross Parish Council from September
2013 made the decision to take back the
management of the Social Centre bar. Shelagh
Shaw, administrative assistant for the council,
has now added responsibility for the bar to
her normal duties.
Left: Shelagh Shaw and assistant
Brendon Vincent.
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St Barnabas

The Diamond
Jubilee
St Barnabas
Pre-School’s
New Home
Many of the mums – and even grandmas
– who bring little children to St Barnabas
Pre-School well remember the days
when the surroundings were far less
appealing.
For this popular nursery which is now within the
purpose-built premises at the St Barnabas Centre
in Danesmoor had to make do with the old drafty
church hall that stood on the site from 1972
until 2007.
Sheila Holmes, acting manager, has been one of
the staff for 27 years – “It’s a lot different, warmer
for a start, cleaner, drier and safer and we don’t
have to clear everything away at the end of the
day like we used to,” she said.
Ofsted obviously agree, for after recent inspections,
they reported: “Children thrive in this setting
where they make excellent progress in all areas of
their learning and development,” adding that the
children were “happy and enjoy what they
are doing.”

Some of the children at St Barnanbas pre-school
enjoying their new environment.

The Pre-School looks after 45 children aged two to
five, with a separate room for the youngest ones.
There are 15 staff and as well as the beautifully
decorated main hall, kitchen and toilet area the
children use a safe and secure outside area, and
grow vegetables, herbs and flowers in their garden.
It opens between 8.30am and 4pm weekdays, and
is priced £22 for a full day, £12.50 half day and
£3 hourly.
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Boxing Club

Boxing For Fitness
For nearly 40 years young boxers have
been learning ring craft and discipline at
the Chesterfield and Danesmoor Amateur
Boxing Club and many champions have
been created amongst them.
Now girls and women have joined the ranks, in
many cases in pursuit of fitness rather than to
actually fight in the ring, but when they look
promising they also take part in training that could
end in competition.
It’s been a very welcome facility for young
enthusiasts in the Clay Cross area since 1979 when
the club moved from premises in Chesterfield to
their present location in a former Methodist church
on Pilsley Road, Danesmoor.
Among the current crop of 25 members are people
from as far away as Worksop and Clowne. They are
mostly aged from eight to 40 years, although some
older people join just to keep fit.
Coach Dean Smith said: “The pedigree of the club
speaks for itself, so we have always enjoyed interest

from a wide area of North East Derbyshire. Some
people don’t want to box and that’s fine with us if
they just enjoy the training. Others box because it
gets them fit, teaches discipline and respect, and
sometimes just for something to do.”
The club has had three national champions in recent
years, Craig Johnson, Carl McLellan and Brett Sykes.
In May, Jared Wild, aged 18, reached the national
Super Heavyweight final and he has also been
selected for two Great Britain training squads. Jared
and Ryan Turner, 19, are competing in the National
Boys Club finals and Barney Stretton , aged 12, in
the national schoolboys championships.
New members are always welcome at the club,
which received a donation of £150 from Clay Cross
Parish Council to help its running costs. Ladies
Night is Wednesdays and club nights Tuesdays and
Thursdays. For more details contact Pete Blair on
07800779793 or Dean Smith on 07751694426.
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Donations

Clay Cross Parish Council
Donations to Parish/Local Organisations 2013/14

Every year Clay Cross Parish Council presents donations to local organisations who the
council feels deserve support. There was once again a great turn out at the Social Centre
for the awards night with entertainment and a buffet and the list of awards is as follows:
Clay Cross Squadron Air Training Corps........................................................................................................500.00
NEDDC Chairs Appeal: The Children’s Hospital Charity.................................................................................300.00
Derbyshire Unemployed Workers Centres....................................................................................................200.00
Clay Cross & District Handi-Cap Club...........................................................................................................200.00
Sharley Park Crown Green Bowling Club.....................................................................................................200.00
East Midlands Ju-Jitsu Association..............................................................................................................200.00
Clay Cross Cricket Club.................................................................................................................................150.00
Clay Cross Town Football Club......................................................................................................................150.00
Chesterfield Amateur Boxing Club (Danesmoor).........................................................................................150.00
Autumn Days Keep Fit Club.........................................................................................................................100.00
Holmgate Tenant & Resident Group............................................................................................................100.00
The Coal Board NHW Action Group..............................................................................................................100.00
Lower Clay Lane Neighbourhood Watch......................................................................................................100.00
Holmgate Community Association..............................................................................................................100.00
Clay Cross Darby & Joan Club.......................................................................................................................100.00
Danesmoor Darby & Joan Club....................................................................................................................100.00
Holmgate Darby & Joan Club.......................................................................................................................100.00
Golden Days Social Club (Clay Cross)............................................................................................................100.00
Woodthorpe Inn Skittles Team....................................................................................................................100.00
Blue Dykes Patient Participation Group (PPG)...............................................................................................50.00
Carer Forum for Mental Health North Derbyshire..........................................................................................50.00
Friends of Clay Cross Hospital........................................................................................................................50.00
St Barnabas Pre-School.................................................................................................................................50.00
Clay Cross Model Railway Society..................................................................................................................50.00
Clay Cross Pre-School Playgroup...................................................................................................................50.00
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Planters

Planters Brighten Area
When Clay Cross Parish Council had the
old public toilet block knocked down on
Market Street (and the new ones were
opened at the bus station in Clay Cross)
the decision was taken to lease the
vacant land from North East Derbyshire
District Council and use it to brighten up
the area.
The plan was to provide seating and a noticeboard
and help to meet some of the aspirations of the
Town Centre Group by providing an area to grow
fruit and nut trees plus a range of herbs for usage
by members of the public.
The first step took place early in 2013 when
Councillor Ted Mansbridge took the project idea to
the Parish Council and offered to construct three
planters with seats if the Council provided the
wood. Work commenced with the planters finally
being delivered to site in early July by transport
provided by Apollo, who are working within Clay
Cross for Rykneld Homes over the next two years
replacing kitchens and bathrooms in properties as
part of the Decent Homes programme.
One problem – it still looked very bare. Next step.
More planters needed.

Andrew Durdey (Keepmoat Contracts Manager), Jack
Scott, Lorraine McMullen (Keepmoat Community
Investment Manager), Lianne Cannon, Councillor
Ted Mansbridge, Jason Sadler (Rykneld Homes
Community Involvement Officer) and Emily Turner.

of the further planters was undertaken by a local
company and all were established, filled with soil
and left to bed in. A new Parish Council notice
board was also established on the site.
Members of the public however made suggestions
in September that what was growing in the
planters resembled ‘triffids’.

Discussions had taken place with the Town Centre
Group and especially with George Corbett, the
Group’s enterprising expert in all things that grow,
resulting in the Group receiving grant funding
from the District Council for the provision of soil,
liners and trees for the planters.

The next project was a community weeding and
planting day which involved members of Rykneld
Homes Community Improvers team, aged 11 to
19, and run by Community Involvement Officer
Jason Sadler, with the help of members of Apollo
Community Investment Team, Town Centre Group
and Councillor Mansbridge.

Meetings were also held with Chevin Housing
the constructors of the new Extra Care facility
who donated four planters and Apollo who
again agreed to supply three more. Production

Seven kilograms of daffodil bulbs were planted
which had been donated by the company that
constructed some of the planters on site. Further
planting schemes are planned.
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Gala

Clay Cross Gala Celebrations 2013
Hundreds of residents enjoyed the
Clay Cross 2013 Gala, which included a
fly past by a Dakota from the Battle of
Britain Memorial Flight.
Cheryle Berry, President of Clay Cross Rotary
Club and Sergeant-at-Arms John Hodgson led the
parade from Clay Cross Social Centre to Sharley
Park, closely followed by the City of Sheffield
Pipe Band.
About 20 children entered the fancy dress
competition and took part in the parade. The
winner was Daisy-May Pickering, aged six, a pupil
at Sharley Park Community Primary School, as a
Chinese Princess. Second were Andrew Reader,
12, and Jack Reader, nine, as Men in Black; third
Alexander Wilmarsh, aged seven, of Pilsley
Parkhouse School, as Darth Vader and fourth
Olivia, four, and Bray Field, three, as a mermaid
and Woody. Mrs Berry presented the trophies.

Councillor Ken Savidge performs the opening
ceremony accompanied by Charlotte Bond and Theo.
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Applause for fancy dress winner Daisy-May Pickering.

The Gala was opened by Councillor Ken Savidge,
Chair of North East Derbyshire Council and a
member of Clay Cross Parish Council, assisted by
Charlotte Bond, aged four, of Tibshelf, who was

›

Councillor Ken Savidge right, with, from left,
Sergeant-at-Arms John Hodgson and Cheryle Berry,
and fancy dress winners.

Snow

› recovering from pneumonia and had been treated
at Sheffield Children’s Hospital, which is one of
the beneficiaries of Councillor Savidge’s 2013
Chair’s Appeal. The hospital mascot, Theo, was
also present.

A wide range of entertainment and activities were
available, including family fun races, highland
dancing, a fire prevention demonstration, martial
arts, tug-of-war, Proctor’s fun fair, bird box and
wall planter making and a wild animal centre.

Councillor Ted Mansbridge instructs Faith Drakely, 7,
and Warren Drakely, 5, both pupils at Sharley Park
School. How to build a bird house.

Left: Cheryle Berry, President of Clay Cross Rotary
Club and Sergeant-at-Arms John Hodgson lead the
parade through Clay Cross.

SNOW WARDENS
Volunteer snow wardens could help to
make pavements and footways safer for
pedestrians in Clay Cross this winter.
The Parish Council – which already provides and
fills grit bins for residents to spread on icy roads –
has teamed up with a Derbyshire County Council
scheme that trains and co-ordinates volunteers to
help out in wintry conditions.
Snow wardens oversee the use of up to a tonne
of salt provided by the County Council that will be
spread on areas that are icy or have been cleared
of snow. They also report situations that affect
vulnerable residents and provide information of
local conditions to the County Council website.

Nearly 90 town and parish councils signed up to
the scheme for winter 2013/14 and 74 tonnes of
salt were delivered to wardens. The County Council
say that volunteers should not be concerned about
being sued by members of the public who might
slip after they have walked on a cleared footway.
“Don’t believe the myths, you are unlikely to be
sued if you left the path in a better state than
before you started to clear snow. So far there have
been no claims”, say the County Council.
Clay Cross Parish Council are looking for volunteers
from across the parish to take part in the scheme.
If you would like to volunteer, please contact the
Administrative Assistant on 01246 861406 or the
Clerk to the Council on 01246 862812.
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Football

Football Team Put Town On Map
“This is our town, you are our people” –
that’s the sentiment behind the fact that
for the first time since 1924 the football
club representing Clay Cross last season
went back to the name Clay Cross Town
Football Club.
And local people have reacted with enthusiasm,
both as spectators, where 1,700 people turn out for
home matches at Mill Lane and sponsors – over 70
local traders/businesses now provide sponsorship.
Clay Cross Parish Council have again this year
made a £150 donation to the Club.
The Club was formed in 1909-10 and for many
years went under the name of Parkhouse
Football Club in recognition of
the local colliery and play in the
Northern Counties League. Ground
improvements are on going – the
Club are now saving for floodlights
and 1,000 people attended the
fund raising firework display
last November.
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An early photo of club players, probably before the
name changed from Clay Cross FC.

Club Secretary, Dave ‘Nobby’ Clark is
particularly proud of the match programmes
which took twelfth place out of 9,000
entries in a national competition. He
should also be very pleased with the
website which is full of up-to-date news
and attracts up to 500 hits a day.
A new Club crest was created in March
2012 with a slight amendment made in April 2012
to meet the requirements of all the committee
members. The badge, circular in design is to
symbolise the continuity of the Club and with
no end envisaged. The centre is dominated by a
simple castellated structure that depicts the north
portal of the Clay Cross Tunnel that is of Moorish
design and now a Grade 2 listed building. This is a
direct link to the driving of the Clay Cross Tunnel
that was completed in 1839 with the loss of 15
lives during its construction and which unveiled
rich seams of coal and iron ore. The excavation
of these minerals turned Clay Cross from a small
village into a thriving industrial town. The sky blue
fill of the crest is in keeping with the Club colours.

Tea shop

The Vintage Community Tea Shop
If you go into a new tea shop at Clay
Cross be prepared to travel back to
the 1940s and 50s, for out of a former
doctor’s surgery in the Victoria Building
on High Street, Lydia Watters has created
a charming little café full of bric-a-brac of
a past era.
Lydia, a craft teacher currently covering for
maternity leave at a Rotherham school, opens
The Vintage Community Tea Shop on Saturdays
and Sundays from 9.30am until 2pm and in the
afternoon teaches crafts.
“I focus on the 40s and 50s because it was a ‘make
do and mend’ era, things were tight, people did not
have a lot and they appreciated things more. They
had to use their craft skills to make do and mend
and that is what I am trying to do, pass on skills
such as knitting, sewing and baking, combining all
the things I love to do in this craft café,” she said.

Lydia Watters: Dressed for the 40s.

Some customers enter the spirit of the occasion
by wearing clothes from the 40s and 50s, to swap
ideas and dress, others come for the wide variety
of teas, for the “ritual of tea drinking” from an era
when life was not so hectic. One group is heavily
into Swing Dance and enjoy the background music.
Others are there just for the cakes.
One recent group of teenage girls enjoyed a party
themed on the Mad Hatter’s tea party, doing crafts
and wearing hats and fascinators – incidentally,
that was the theme of Lydia’s wedding to husband
Patrick (the washer-up) at Tupton Village Hall
recently.
The café opened in the summer after weeks of
hard work by relatives and friends renovating
the premises, Clay Cross Parish Councillor Ted
Mansbridge performed the opening ceremony.

The charming tea shop.

The good news is that from Easter when Lydia’s
school contract ends she will be opening the café
from Tuesday to Sunday.
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Food bank

Clay Cross Foodbank
Over 1,100 children have been fed by the
Clay Cross Foodbank since it opened in
July 2012. It’s a shock statistic that reveals
the plight many families find themselves
in as a result of the Government
spending cuts.
They are among 3,200 people who have visited the
Clay Cross Foodbank at the Community of Christ
Church, Thanet Street. Many were families, just 41
were homeless.
And, contrary to the impression that some
right-wing media would convey, clients are not
“scroungers” but people facing a crisis. Over 68
percent of clients visit the Foodbank only once. Only
2 percent of clients visit more than three times.
“Our job is to get them out of their immediate
crisis and put them in touch with agencies who
might provide a long-term solution,” explained
project leader Andrew Fellows.
“We are not in the business of feeding people,
we are in the business of feeding people until the
Government takes responsibility. I would rather not
do it, but it has to be done,” he said.
One of the main problems is benefit change, when
people move from Jobseeker’s to other benefits,
such as EDA (employment and support allowance,
when your ability to work is limited by ill health
or disability), which results in a three week gap
between the payment of benefits.
“If the Government smoothed the transition it
would halve the number who come to us for help.
Many live a hand to mouth existence,” explained
Andrew.
“Demand has grown since April 1, with more
and more people coming here every month. It’s
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Andrew Fellows receives the Parish Council donation
from Councillor Mick Holmes.

a cumulative effect of people on benefits being
squeezed, including the bedroom tax. Families
normally able to just about balance the books are
suddenly finding they are £12 a week worse off
and if they have a big bill, like energy or car repair,
they have no backup and no money for food.”
Clay Cross Parish Council made a £1,000 donation
towards the Foodbank, who’s clients are referred
by various agencies, including the Citizen’s Advice
Bureau and Job Centre Plus, social workers and
children’s centres. They are given a voucher which
can be redeemed for three days emergency food.
Volunteers bag food for clients from a shopping
list. Families get more food than individuals.
While the clients are waiting for the food to
be bagged they have a cup of tea and have
the opportunity to discuss their problems with
volunteers, who may be able to advise them or
refer them on to an appropriate agency. They
are also able to choose an extra item, such

›

Community Garden

› as shampoo or a toothbrush, that they would
normally not be able to afford.

and volunteers collect up two or three tonnes
outside Tesco. Tesco also donate a half-ton of food.

Despite their close links with Government
agencies, the Foodbanks do not get any
Government funding; they depend on fund-raising,
food donations and volunteers who collect food
from shoppers at supermarkets such as Tesco.

The Clay Cross Foodbank is open on Tuesdays
from 7 to 8pm at St Bartholomew’s Church, High
Street, Clay Cross and Fridays from 1-3pm at the
Community of Christ Church, Thanet Street,
Clay Cross.

The Clay Cross Foodbank has handed out 25 tons
of food since it opened. Much of it is donated at
local collection points, such as Blue Dykes surgery

To find out other places to donate food or help,
visit www.claycross.foodbank.org.uk or ring
Andrew on 07899878398.

Community Garden
A Community Garden has opened at
Sharley Park Primary School, jointly
funded by the Arthur Brearley Charity
and Lottery funding. The aim is too
provide a safe and stimulating area for
all children to access but especially those
children in wheel chairs or who aren’t
able to walk unaided.
All the paths are wheelchair friendly and the
garden has sensory areas, covered spaces, soft
play and artificial grass. There are wild life and
minibeast refuges, a sand pit, bridges and areas
to crawl over, under and around and children
can balance, stretch, walk, run and sing their
hearts out!
Headmaster Geoff Leyland said: “It is well used,
superbly developed and a legacy for future
children to access in the area, a real treasure
supported by the parish council, THANK YOU!”
The Arthur Brearley Charity was formed in 1923
and consists of three trustees, all from the Parish
Council, and an administrator who is the present
Clerk to the Parish. They meet whenever required
to discuss fund-raising and any applications
for assistance.

From left, Councillor Frank Rodgers, Councillor Ted
Mansbridge, school Deputy Head Anne Tyler and
Councillor Ken Savidge with children.

Trustee Councillor Frank Rodgers said: “The
£5,000 donation from the Charity would help
the children of today and those who come to the
school in future.

Summer 2013 CLAY CROSS UPDATE 13

Regeneration

Clay Cross Regeneration
St. Modwen, the UK’s leading regeneration
specialist, has started work to redevelop
its 204-acre site at Clay Cross.
The site comprises three areas, the former Biwater
Pipework, land off Derby Road and the former
Egstow Quarry, the latter being the location of the
sports pitches and bowling green.
A new pavilion and adjacent sports facilities
represents the first phase of work at the site, which
forms part of an ambitious plan to transform the
area into a high quality mixed use development.

undertaking a review of its previous masterplan,
which presently incorporates up to 980 new
homes, 270,000 sq ft of employment space, a hotel
and a local centre.
St. Modwen is also in talks with a number of
potential occupiers for the site, including two
national house builders, a budget food store,
a family orientated public house and a hotel
operator, with further announcements expected
in the next few months,.

The pavilion will be used by a local cricket club,
two local football teams, the table tennis and
the bowling club, who are already using the
sports facilities at the site and who will, once
construction is complete, benefit from modern
accommodation comprising 1,900 sq ft of space, to
include changing rooms, social areas and a place
to store equipment.

David Dodge, Senior Residential Development
surveyor at St. Modwen said: “We’re really pleased
to have commenced work on the first phase of
development at Clay Cross. The site represents
a significant opportunity for St. Modwen, to
create a sustainable, mixed use environment
that provides residential accommodation and
employment opportunities for local people as well
as community facilities.”

Situated south of Chesterfield, St. Modwen bought
the Clay Cross site in July and have set about

Work on the new facilities is expected to take
around eight months to complete.

The former Biwater site awaits redevelopment.
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›

Regeneration

Work continues on the Extra Care facility.

› Meanwhile, another key part of the Clay Cross

redevelopment programme, the ‘extra care’
housing scheme, is also is at an advanced stage;
the original completion date was February 2014,
but the District Council anticipates it will not be
completed by this date.
A spokesman said: “We’re also looking at options
for the wider part of the site on which this sits, as
we see the care scheme as just the first phase in a
redevelopment of the former schools site.”
Extra care housing developments are schemes
aimed at older people where they can live
independently with their own front door and
have care and support on site when it is needed.
It also gives people the opportunity to stay living
together as a couple.
The Clay Cross development, Smithybrook View,
is one of three extra care schemes that Derbyshire
County Council is developing in partnership with
Chevin Housing Association Ltd, a not-for-profit
housing association which is a member of the

Together Housing Group. Chevin Housing will
manage all three extra care schemes once they
are built and the County Council will provide the
on-site care.
The Clay Cross development comprises 90 self
contained, two-bed apartments and a range of
outstanding facilities, for people aged 55 and over,
who have an assessed need for care and support.
The scheme will also be open to the wider
community and will have a range of day care
facilities available for non residents.
Apartments will be available for rent from £138 a
week and some will be available to purchase with
a 125 year lease from £110,000. Shared ownership
will be available at £82,000, plus 25 percent rent.
There is a service charge from £45 a week for
rented apartments, £55 for others. Each resident
will get four hours free on-site home care a week
and those with less than £50,000 savings will pay
a maximum of £26 a week for extra care.
For more details call 01246 217650.
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Chairman’s update

The Chairman’s Update
Over £3,000 has been raised for The
Children’s Hospital Charity (www.tchc.
org.uk) through events linked to the
Appeal by Chair of North East Derbyshire
District Council and Parish Councillor
Ken Savidge.
Fundraising has taken various forms since May 2013,
including bucket collections held in Chesterfield
Town Centre and a forthcoming one at Morrisons
Supermarket, Chesterfield and they included:
• A pea and pie supper with live entertainment
provided by pop rock duo sensation Vegas, held in
August and raised nearly £300.
• The Council’s 55th Annual Brass Band Festival
held in September raised nearly £500 for the
Chair’s Appeal.
In December the Council held a charity auction,
where businesses have generously donated prizes
that will be auctioned and all proceeds will go to
the Chair’s Appeal.
Councillor Savidge has received numerous
donations from Parish Councils, including £300
from Clay Cross. Locally, Marshalls Electrical have
generously donated £100 with Clay Cross Angling
Club giving £220.

District Chairman Ken Savidge with Theo
and Mrs Jo Savidge.

There have also been various in-house events where
staff have worked tirelessly to create innovative ideas
to raise money for this worthy charity.

SPEED RESTRICTIONS
One of the most annoying speed restrictions in the
county has been removed thanks to a Derbyshire
County Council initiative supported by Clay
Cross Parish Council. No longer will motorists
approaching Clay Cross on the A61 from the North
have to brake suddenly to 30mph at the top of the
hill near Hill Top Farm – the restriction has been
replaced by a 40mph limit to the edge of housing,
where it becomes 30mph.
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Clay Cross Councillor Mick Holmes said: “Many
people were caught out; they found that as they
reached the top of the hill they had to slow from 50
to 30 mph extremely quickly thereby creating the
possibility of severe braking plus the fact that the
police seemed to think this was an ideal place to site
one of their speed check white vans.” Alterations to
the speed restrictions have also been made on the
entry to Clay Cross from the south at Stretton.

Dog Fouling

Dog Fouling Problem
Local councils are working together to
tackle the health problems associated
with owners who don’t clean up after
their dogs.
Clay Cross Parish Council hosted a meeting of
several local parish councils when Environmental
Health Officers from North East Derbyshire District
Council outlined the work of the dog wardens in
the District and the Enforcement team that works
with them. They all also get involved in problems
of fly tipping and litter.
The Parish Council plan to supply free dog poop
scoop bags to dog owners and will be making a
donation of £100 to the District Council to offset
the cost.
Since 1st April 2013, 25 fixed penalty notices have
been issued for littering offences and three fixed
penalty notices have been issued for dog fouling
offences.
“We have met with a number of Parish Clerks in
North East Derbyshire to discuss areas of concern
and how we can increase the level of enforcement
in relation to dog fouling and littering. We are
keen to punish those irresponsible dog owners

and others who flout the law by the use of our
full enforcement powers so it is important that
we work closely with the Parish Councils so that
we can be as efficient as possible and target our
resources effectively,” said a spokesman.
There were 374 complaints of dog fouling last
year and 118 stray dogs were caught and taken to
kennels. In Clay Cross, the environmental health
team along with the PDSA, micro-chipped 27 dogs
and carried out health checks on all of them at an
event held at Sharley Park Leisure Centre.
The spokesman added: “Where particular problems
are identified we will provide patrols and where
intelligence as to times, persons involved and area
is provided, we will use targeted enforcement
which may include the deployment of CCTV. It is
vital that we work with both Parish Councils and
the community to identify and deal with these
types of anti-social behaviour.”

FREE dog poo bags
are available on a first come,
first serve basis at the Parish
Council office.

For one night only – live music featuring MELVIS
At Clay Cross Parish Social Centre. On Saturday, February 22, at 7pm
TICKETS £5
Food available to purchase on the night.
Tickets available from National Hereditary Breast Cancer Helpline
Charity Shop at Clay Cross and the Clay Cross Parish Council office
Tel: 01246 865922
All proceeds going to the above charity.
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Walk

A Walk of Public Convenience
A new walk celebrates the fact that Clay
Cross and Ashover Parish Councils have
put their community convenience first by
keeping their public toilets open.
It links the two public toilets as a 14kilometre
circular walk, or as two different walks using the
bus to get back to the start.
Clay Cross Parish Council made the decision to
employ their own toilet attendant to ensure the
newly-built toilets next to the bus station were
maintained, cleaned every day and opened for
business six days per week from dawn til dusk.
Ashover maintain their toilet with the help of grants.
The National Pensioners Convention is among
pressure groups trying to save public conveniences
in the face of spending cuts. They point out that
the law currently allows, but does not compel
Local Authorities to provide toilets. The situation
is worsening; 40% of Public Toilets have closed in
the last decade.
The Convention states: “Many people lead
restricted lives because they cannot rely on access
to a Public Toilet in the places and at the times
required. There are rarely sufficient toilets for
women, resulting in lengthy queues; elderly
and disabled people cannot always find
accessible toilets; provision for babies and
children is inadequate; many toilets shut at
inconvenient times.”
The first walk starts at Clay Cross bus station
toilets and down Holmgate Road, past Bateman’s
Mill Hotel and on to Alton, past Ashover Rock, to
Ashover. The return trip from Ashover toilets turns
left opposite the Crispin and passes Woodhead
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The walk passes Ashover rock and down
these narrow steps.

Grange and Stretton Hall farm. The walks were
planned by Ashover footpaths expert Richard
Felton and a printed copy can be picked up in the
information kiosk next to the new toilets in Ashover,
and will soon be on the Ashover council website.

What’s on

Forthcoming Events at Clay Cross Social Centre
Last Night
at the Proms

Featuring Shirland Band
• SATURDAY 13 SEPTEMBER 2014
• DOORS/BAR OPEN FROM 7PM
• CONCERT STARTS AT 8PM
• TICKETS £3 EACH
• ADMISSION STRICTLY BY
TICKET ONLY

HALLOWEEN

NIGHT

Featuring Ze
p

hr 5

• FRIDAY 24 O

• DOORS/BAR

CTOBER 2014

OPEN FROM 7
PM
• ENTERTAINM
ENT STARTS A
T 8PM
• TICKETS £2 EA
CH
• FANCY DRES
S OPTIONAL: P
RIZE
FOR BEST DRES
SED ADULT AN
D
BEST DRESSED
CHILD
• ADMISSION
STRICTLY BY
TICKET ONLY

Christmas Concert
Featuring Chesterfield
Male Voice Choir

• SATURDAY 13 DECEMBER 2014
• DOORS/BAR OPEN FROM 7PM
• CONCERT STARTS AT 8PM
• TICKETS £2 EACH
• ADMISSION STRICTLY BY
TICKET ONLY

FOR tickets and further
DETAILS ON ALL THESE
EVENTS, TELEPHONE 01246
862812 OR 01246 861406

NEW YEARS EVE
PARTY FEATURING
PAUL STEERS BLUE
HAZE DISCO
• WEDNESDAY 31 DECEMB

ER 2014
• DOORS/BAR OPEN FROM
7.30PM
UNTIL LATE
• TICKETS £3 EACH, ACCO
MPANIED
CHILDREN 12 AND UNDE
R FREE
• BRING YOUR OWN BUFFE
T
• ADMISSION STRICTLY BY
TICKET ONLY
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Your Councillors

Your Clay Cross Parish Councillors

Councillor Gerry Morley

Councillor Arthur Jackson

Councillor Derrick Skinner

140 Market Street, Clay Cross, S45 9LY

22 Pine View, Danesmoor,
Chesterfield S45 9DB

16 Stoneholes Drive, Danesmoor,
Chesterfield S45 9SY

Telephone: 01246 860492

Mobile: 07949 166774
E-mail: derrick.skinner@btinternet.com

Mobile: 07970 184620
E-mail: cllr.morley@ne-derbyshire.gov.uk

Councillor Ted Mansbridge

Councillor Pete Riggott

Councillor Mick Holmes

8 Nightingale Close, Danesmoor,
Chesterfield S45 9SE

18 Bevan Road, Danesmoor,
Chesterfield S45 9RT

39 Florence Road, Clay Cross,
Chesterfield S45 9ND

Telephone: 01246 860266
Mobile: 07703 184166
E-mail: ted.mansbridge1948@btinternet.com

Telephone: 01246 864703

Telephone: 01246 250938
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Your Councillors

Councillor Brian Wright

Councillor Frank Rodgers

Councillor Ken Savidge

12 Carlton Close, Danesmoor,
Chesterfield S45 9RP

2 Dunshill Walk, Clay Cross,
Chesterfield S45 9LP

16 Harewood Crescent, Old Tupton,
Chesterfield S42 6HX

Telephone: 01246 866856

Telephone: 07938 950710

Telephone: 01246 863203
E-mail: cllr.savidge@ne-derbyshire.gov.uk

E-mail: cllr.wright@ne-derbyshire.gov.uk

Councillor Tracy Reader

Councillor Andy Reader

15 Chavery Road, Clay Cross,
Chesterfield S45 9LN

15 Chavery Road, Clay Cross,
Chesterfield S45 9LN

Telephone: 01246 864102
E-mail: Tracy.Reader@ne-derbyshire.gov.uk

Telephone: 01246 864102
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North East Derbyshire District Council Councillors representing Clay Cross:
Councillor Brian Wright
12 Carlton Close,
Danesmoor S45 9RP.
Tel: 01246 866856.

Councillor Gerry Morley
140 Market Street,
Clay Cross, S45 9LY.
Mobile: 07970 184620.

Councillor Tracy Reader
15 Chavery Road, Clay Cross
S45 9LN. Tel: 01246 864102.

Councillor Ken Savidge
16 Harewood Crescent, Old Tupton
S42 6HX. Tel: 01246 863203.

Councillor Pete Rigott
18 Bevan Road,
Danesmoor S45 9RT.
Tel: 01246 864703.

Derbyshire County Council councillors representing Clay Cross:
Councillor Kevin Gillott,
Deputy Leader and Cabinet Member for Children and Young People.
11 Elton Close, North Wingfield S42 5HQ.
Tel: 07786 702230.
Councillor Brian Wright,
Vice Chair of Planning
12 Carlton Close, Danesmoor S45 9RP.
Tel: 01246 866856.

Member of Parliament for North East Derbyshire:
Natascha Engel
62 Market Street, Eckington S21 4JH.
Tel: Constituency: 01246 439018, Westminster: 0207 219 1015
Email: natascha.engel.mp@parliament.uk
Web: www.nataschaengelmp.wordpress.com

Clay Cross

update
www.claycross.gov.uk

